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o'portunltles for Sponsorship Agreement
Holders/Canadian Days

News release

February 17, 2023—0ttawa—Canada continues to be a global leader in refugee resettlement and integration. Since the
Private Sponsorship of Refugees (PSR) Program was launched over 4 decades ago, Canadians and permanent residents
have come together to offer protection and a safe, permanent home for tens of thousands of refugees each year. Key to
the programs success are over 130 organizations, known as sponsorship agreement holders (SAHs), who sponsor
refugees year after year.

As the program continues to grow, so too has the number of these community organizations who want to support
refugees. In recognition of this growth, the Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship,
today announced that the number of refugees that SAHs can sponsor is increasing to 13,500 in 2023. This represents a
10-fold increase from when the cap was introduced in 2012, or an increase of 12,150 spaces available to SAHs.

The additional cap spaces will allow new SAHs to get their operations off the ground, while helping experienced
organizations continue to grow. These organizations manage all aspects of the sponsorship process, from identifying
refugees and submitting applications to providing critical support to sponsored newcomers.

The PSR Program complements Canadas other 2 resettlement programs: the Government-Assisted Refugee Program
(GAR) and the Blended Visa Office-Referred (BVOR) Program. Together, they help Canada welcome more refugees each
year than the Government of Canada could resettle alone and are one of the many ways Canada is working to achieve its
goal of welcoming over 83,500 privately sponsored refugees by 2025.

Both Canadas PSR and BVOR programs are models for other countries around the world. Through its participation in the
Global Refugee Sponsorship Initiative (GRSI), Canada encourages and supports the adoption and expansion of
community sponsorship programs tailored to local needs. The GRSI has supported the development of programs in
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Germany, Ireland, New Zealand, Spain, the United Kingdom and, most recently, the United
States.

canadiandays.ca 12
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Canadian inflation could be halve
25, 200 end of year: report

How many hours a week do you spend worrying about money?

Well, you may be getting a break with a prediction the inflation rate will fall even faster in the months ahead.

A report from RSM Canada, a global consultant and auditor, predicts rising prices will slow down significantly this year with the inflation
rate potentially dropping by half to three per cent by the end of 2023 and falling further to two per cent in 2024.

That two per cent inflation mark is significant — it is the target the Bank of Canada is trying to reach as it has ratcheted up interest
rates.

While most economists think the central bank might be done with those rate hikes for now, as inflation dropped to just below six per
cent in January, RSM predicts a more aggressive stance. It believes continued hikes through the middle of 2023 are to come, with the
key overnight rate peaking at 4.75 per cent keeping financial conditions tight.

“With inflation still elevated and demand surging in Canada, we expect the Bank of Canada to continue raising interest rates to cool an
overheating economy,” said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist for RSM.

“Despite some positive signs, growing headwinds are hurting the Canadian economy to the point where the rising risk of a recession and
a larger-than-expected housing contraction cannot be dismissed.”

While RSM believes Canada will probably avoid a recession, it still predicts a significant slowdown for the economy, in large part because
of the drop in consumer confidence.

“Interest-rate-sensitive parts of the economy, like housing and big-ticket consumer purchases, are starting to see the impact of the
increased cost of credit, though the effects of higher rates will take more time to register,” the report noted.

“Waning consumer confidence and slowing retail sales, induced by persistent inflation, will translate into lower GDP growth in 2023 and
2024

That may also be reflected in a poll from Scotiabank, finding the average Canadian now spends the equivalent of a part-time job
worrying about money — 15 hours a week, up from 10 hours a year ago.

“Canadians continue to feel the impact of higher prices on their wallets, and this is leading to more time spent worrying. For most
Canadians, their income has not kept pace with the rising costs of what they buy, with groceries and gas continuing to be the biggest
drivers of strain for households,” said Kingsley Chak, a senior vice president at Scotiabank.

The “worry poll” suggests Canadians spend the most time fretting over day-to-day expenses (44 per cent), paying off debt (39 per cent),
and saving for emergencies (38 per cent).

One in five expect their financial situation to get even worse in the next six months and more than half of respondents are making small
concessions on the things they want in order to afford the things they need.
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February 24, 2023 - Ottawa, Ontario - Global Affairs Canada

As the situation on the ground in TUrkiye and Syria continues to be critical, the urgent, immediate needs of
communities affected by the recent earthquakes are becoming clearer.

Today, the Honourable Harjit S. Sajjan, Minister of International Development and Minister responsible for
the Pacific Economic Development Agency of Canada, announced that Canada is providing an additional
$20 million in humanitarian assistance in response to the appeal from the United Nations for Turkiye and
Syria. This funding will help support a range of critical humanitarian activities and a timely, effective and
coordinated humanitarian response in both Turkiye and Syria. As Canadians have been generous in their
support to the people affected by this disaster, Minister Sajjan also announced that Canada will match $10
million in donations raised by the Humanitarian Coalition and its members.

These funds will help the Humanitarian Coalition and its members deliver life-saving services, such as
emergency food, cash and vouchers, as well as necessary water, sanitation and health services. This
matching fund, Canadas second in response to this crisis, will address the growing needs in Syria in
addition to those in Turkiye.

Working with the Canadian Red Cross, Canada has already sent 22,000 relief items from its stockpiles to
help the humanitarian response efforts in TUrkiye, including blankets, hygiene kits, kitchen sets, tarpaulins
and jerry cans, and supported the deployment of 4 humanitarian experts from the Canadian Red Cross to
join the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movements emergency responses in Syria and Turkiye.

Canada continues to monitor the situation and remains in close contact with humanitarian partners to
assess and respond to evolving needs.
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
speaks with President of Turkiye
Recep Tayyip Erdogan/Canadian

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks with President of Turkiye Recep Tayyip
Erdogan/Canadian Days

February 18, 2023

Ottawa, Ontario

Today, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau spoke with the President of TUrkiye, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.

Prime Minister Trudeau expressed his condolences to the people of Turkiye for the loss of
lives. His thoughts are with those who are injured and displaced as a result of the February
6, 2023, earthquake.

The Prime Minister offered Canadas steadfast support in the recovery efforts and noted
Canadas commitment to provide airlift for the transport of NATO humanitarian supplies to
Turkiye. Prime Minister Trudeau informed the President that the Canadian Armed Forces also
stand ready to provide any additional support to Turkish authorities, if required.

President Erdogan thanked Prime Minister Trudeau for Canadas assistance to date, including
$20 million in humanitarian assistance and a significant contribution of supplies to support
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) operations in
Turkiye, which is being used to respond rapidly to urgent needs. Prime Minister Trudeau
indicated more financial assistance from Canada and Canadians would follow the previously
announced funds. President Erdogan thanked the Prime Minister for the generosity of
Canadian support.
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From: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada

News release

February 23, 2023—Halifax—

Immigration is critical to Canada’s long-term
success. To fully harness the potential of
immigration and create the best experience for
newcomers, Canada needs an immigration system
that is strong, easy to navigate and adaptive to
change.

The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, today
announced the start of a broad-based engagement
initiative—An Immigration System for Canada’s
Future—aimed at exploring how immigration
policies and programs can support a shared vision
for Canada’s future. The engagement, which will
continue throughout the spring, will include in-
person dialogue sessions across the country,
thematic workshops and a survey for the public
and our clients. The input gathered will inform
Canada’s future immigration policies and
programs, and will help shape a system that will
benefit communities across the country for
decades to come.

Shaping the future of
immigration in Canada /
Canadian Days

The next generation of Canada’s immigration system will
involve continued, whole-of-society collaboration. That is
why this engagement initiative is intended to capture a
diversity of perspectives from a broad range of partners
and stakeholders, including all levels of government,
businesses, academia, post-secondary institutions,
settlement organizations, implicated sectors in Canada
and our clients.

To kick off the engagement initiative, Minister Fraser
chaired the first dialogue session in Halifax. The session
provided an opportunity for the Minister and participants
to exchange ideas and discuss how Canada’s immigration
policies and programs can better support the needs of
communities from coast to coast.

If you would like to contribute to the future of Canada’s
immigration system, Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will also be launching a survey,
which will be available to the public later in March in
addition to the dialogue sessions and thematic
workshops with stakeholders. We encourage you to visit
our website to learn more about how to get involved.

Government of Canada .
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Ontario Protecting the Health and
Safety of Paramedics

Province working with labour partners to ensure those providing emergency medical services get home
safe

February 28, 2023

Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development

TORONTO — The Ontario government is working for workers by establishing a Paramedic Services
Committee under the Occupational Health.and Safety Act (OHSA) to develop resources that address
the unique health and safety risks theﬁitline heroes face.

“In every community, paramedics‘are on the front lines each and every day saving lives,” said Monte
McNaughton, Minister of LabodnyIma igration, Training and Skills Development. “These everyday heroes
work tirelessly to bring us the me attention we need, and in return, they deserve to get home safe
too. | look forward to working with the newly established committee to ensure our paramedics receive
the support they need.” i
OHSA committees, formed under Sectioh 21 of the Aét a mprised of both employer and labour
representatives, who providethe Minister with technical expertise and sect& spemﬂc advice on health
and %ty issues, mcludlng recommending regulatory changes and actions on ‘emergingiissues.
“Ontario’s paramedlcs have been valuable partners to our government in buT'*ng‘ar'ﬁ‘Bre convenient
and Connected ‘health care system,” said Deputy Premier and Minister of Health Sylvia Jones. “Many go
above and _b‘eyond to be there for Ontarians and as we continue to work together to deliver care across
the provmce th.l-s new committee will ensure our paramedics have the support and protection they
deserve.”

Paramedics respond to over 1.6 million calls every year. They face risks that are separate and distinct
from those of doctors, nurses and other healthcare professionals who typically don’t engage with their
patients outside of their hospital, facility or office.

With support from CUPE, Unifor and labour leaders across the province, our government is protecting
workers and working across the health and safety system to support and foster safe workplaces.

“On behalf of the CUPE Ambulance Committee of Ontario (CACO) and the paramedics we represent, we
are pleased with the announcement today regarding the new Paramedic Services Section 21
Committee,” said lan Nash, CACO Health and Safety Representative. “The paramedic unions (CUPE,
SEIU, OPSEU & Unifor), OAPC and various stakeholders met for the first time in May 2008, and since
that day the committee has been very professional with dealing with the health and safety issues arising
affecting our profession and developing guidance notes, and will continue this practise for years to
come.”

The new paramedic services committee will complement the existing first responder committees for fire
and police services while providing a focused channel for recommendations from experts, employers,
and workers.

“Today’s announcement of the creation a Paramedic Section 21 Committee demonstrates the
commitment by our government to protect the health and safety of paramedics in Ontario,” said Chief
Michael Sanderson, President of the Ontario Association of Paramedic Chiefs (OAPC). “The OAPC has
advocated, with its partners from all unions, to establish this committee and we thank Minister
McNaughton for his support in moving to this new format.”
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Creating good jobs in health
research and innovation

This website is not compatible with Internet Explorer or older version of Microsoft Edge(version 78 and
older).

For full functionality please use a supported browser.

February 27, 2023

Mississauga, Ontario

When innovation and investments in health research come together to create good middle-class jobs,
everyone benefits. Thats why we are supporting researchers and companies in Canada to deliver
vaccines, conduct cutting-edge research in life sciences and biomanufacturing, and promote health and
safety at home and around the world.

Today, the Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, participated in the announcement that AstraZeneca has
chosen Canada for a major expansion of their research activities, at their hub located in Mississauga,

e.companys significant global investment in Canadas life sciences and biomanufacturing
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Improving health care is top of mind for many Canadians across the country nght -v 4

recently announced that the Government of Canada will increase health fun ] , ion o¥er 10
years, while working with the provinces and territories to ensure 0 déllvers real results
like better access to family health teams and mental health se'_ '

By supporting the health of Canadians and the growth (?t blomar}ufacturing and life sciences sectors
in Canada, we are reversing decades of declining capacity and positioning Canada as a global leader in

health research and new technology platforms__._t"hat will protect Canadians and people around the world.
We will continue to grow the economy, creat_e-good jobs, and improve the health of Canadians now and

into the future.
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February 28, 202
Ministry of the Attorney General

“The new Toronto courthouse will h prove
access to court services for visitors i

TORONTO — The Ontario government is opening a new
courthouse in Toronto as part of its plan to modernize

owney. “The cons
permftcemraifzer?cprtrﬂrnat.easﬁmrt%&mgﬁt agreater S
concentration of expertise, and the effective and efficient ~ Toronto courthouse » said the Honourable s
scheduling of judges, justices of the peace, Crown Maisonneuve, Chief Justice of the Ontario Court of
attorneys, court staff, duty counsel, and interpreters to Justice. “The Court recognizes the efforts of the
support the timely processing of criminal matters.” multiple stakeholders that were instrumental in
Located at 10 Armoury Street, the new courthouse bringing this project to completion. The Court

looks forward to continuing to work closely with all
stakeholders to provide meaningful services and
enhance the administration of justice.”

The new Toronto courthouse was designed and

features 73 judicial hearing rooms equipped with
modern technology, including video capabilities.
The courthouse also boasts upgraded security

features, including a single point of entry with built to meet the Leadership in Energy and
electronic screening and lockdown capability, video Environmental Design (LEED) Silver standard,
surveillance and monitoring. which recognizes buildings with reduced

environmental impacts.
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Ottawa reveals plan
to welcome 500,000
immigrants per year
by 2025
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= Plan to boost immigration comes as country faces labour shortage geles/ /! S TA TE S ‘f Nashville

The federal government is planning a massive increase in the number of immigrants entering Canada, with a goal of bringing in

500,000 people in 2025.

Immigration Minister Sean Fraser revealed the new targets Tuesday, saying the move is necessary to ensure Canada’'s economic

prosperity.

The announcement signals a S|gn|f|can1 mcrease 405,000 |mm|grants that came to Canada last year and the_,A.bS O\Em
ﬁected to arrive next year. - E - e "'*-w“""' . - p

[ 2 -
adian industries are facmg a S|gn|flcant labour shortage. About one nillson ] are vacant across the country . ‘

The new plan puts an e on increasing the number of immigrant itted based on,theitwork skills or =
experience over the next three years. ; e -
This'news comes after new census figures released’Md that i grants and permanent residents now account for

23 per cent of the population — an all-time high.

~ Statistics Canada said that recent immigrants — those who arrived between 2016 and 2021 — are younger on average than the rest

e Canadian population and have been critical to filling many jobs in the Canadian labour market.

~ From 2016 to 2021, immigrants accounted for four-fifths of Canada's labour force growth. A large share of recent immigrants were
selected for their ability to contribute to Canada's economy.
More than half of recent immigrants — 748,120 of the 1.3 million admitted to Canada between 2016 and 2021 — entered Canada
under the economic category.
= The labour shortage
The Business Council of Canada (BCC) welcomed the federal government's announcement, saying that employers across the country
are struggling to fill jobs.
The BCC said in a media statement that it wants to see the number of immigrants admitted under the economic category increase
from just over half to 65 per cent of the total.
"Every job that is not filled represents one less person contributing to Canada's economic growth and one less person paying taxes
to support Canada's social infrastructure," said BCC president and CEO Goldy Hyder in a media statement.
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada said it will fall short of the BCC's request as it sets its target for economic immigrants
at 60 per cent of the annual total by 2025. ; - = :
he BCC says that ar recent survey ¢ of its members found tha’[ 67 _ge.-r cent of its members had cance{led.'ot"déléy'(_e_gmz_}jpip'rojeat‘s S




“In our country, everyone has a right to protest peacefully - thats a fundamental right that our government will always defend. In
Ottawa, people are used to political activity and protests on Parliament Hill, but as the Commissioner said, ‘Lawful protests
descended into lawlessness culminating in a national emergency.’Streets were blockaded in our capital for weeks, causing
serious harm to families and small businesses. At the borders in many places across the country, the blockades were damaging
our economy and endangering public safety. For example, the blockade at the Ambassador Bridge between Windsor, Ontario, and
Detroit, Michigan, hurt trade with the United States, thousands of peoples’jobs, and critical supply chains. And at Coutts, Alberta,
guns were found at the blockade. There was a real risk that people promoting ideologically motivated violent extremism could
act out, or that they could inspire lone wolves to act out against their fellow citizens.

“The situation was volatile and out of control, and the federal government needed to step in to uphold the rule of law and protect
people and our economy. We did not want to have to invoke the Emergencies Act - it is a measure of last resort. But there were
real risks to personal safety, to livelihoods, and equally, the risk of losing faith in the rule of law that upholds our society and our
freedoms. Responsible leadership required us to restore peace and order. The Emergencies Act provided us with more tools to
safely bring the illegal blockades and occupations to an end.

“The report provides an objective account of what happened last year, and recommendations to prevent this type of situation
from ever arising again. We can all agree that it should never have come to this. And we should all agree that there are lessons
here for everyone involved: law enforcement agencies, all orders of government, and elected officials. Within the next year, our
government will issue a comprehensive, public response to the Commissioners recommendations.

“Theres a reason why Canada is one of the most successful democracies in the world: we work at it. We recognize that
democracy is the responsibility of all of us together.

“Canadians have been through a lot over the past few years. Many have been stressed, faced real financial challenges, and lost
loved ones. We need to pull together and focus on what lies ahead. As Canadians, lets continue to be there for one another, lets
listen to and respect each other - even if we dont agree - and let5s continue to build a better future for everyone.” PMO
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illion in donations fro

anadians in response to
earthquakes in Turkiye and
Syria/Canadian Days

Canada to match up to $10 million in donations from Canadians in response to earthquakes in TUrkiye and
Syria/Canadian Days

February 8, 2023 - Ottawa, Ontario - Global Affairs Canada
.Canada is deeply concerned by the widespread devastation following the earthquakes in TUrkiye and Syria

Today, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the Honourable Harjit S. Sajjan, Minister of International Development
and Minister responsible for the Pacific Economic Development Agency of Canada, announced that Canada will
match donations to the Canadian Red Cross Earthquake in TUrkiye and Syria Appeal. Every donation made by
individuals to the Canadian Red Cross between February 6 and 22, 2023, will be matched, up to a maximum of
.$10 million

Once the matching period ends, the Canadian Red Cross will allocate the total amount of funding to support the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement in its response to the humanitarian needs caused by the
earthquakes. These critical funds will allow the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to support immediate and
.ongoing humanitarian efforts

Canada remains in close contact with humanitarian partners on the ground and will continue to respond to the
.crisis
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Canada provides new humanitarian assistance in response
to earthquakes in Tiirkiye and Syria
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